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to be two grounds on which (irrespective of more personal
considerations) the Medici justly deserve fame; first, their
raising Florence to so exalted a position, and, second, the
results they accomplished in the domain of Learning and Art.

From a petty state which did not exceed in power and
influence many others around it, the Medici had gradually
raised Florence until she had become practically the capital
city of Itaty, not only exceeding in power the other states
(such as Pisa, Lucca, Siena, Mantua, Ferrara, Urbino, and
others) which had formerly been her equals, but also, as a city,
surpassing in grandeur, prosperity, and intellectual eminence
even Rome, Venice, Milan, and Naples; and out of Italy no
city at that time could compete with these. When on the
banishment of the Medici the army of Charles VITI entered
Florence we are told, uThey saw a city which immeasurably
surpassed any at that time in France, and could not contain
their astonishment at the grandeur of its palaces and public
buildings,23 and the culture and refinement of its inhabitants,
which they admitted to be far superior to their own."

But the second point is of far wider importance. The Medici
have a just right to fame for the permanent benefits which
they conferred on mankind at large by their fostering care
over Learning and Art, and their readiness to expend a colossal
fortune upon these things in an age before men had yet fully
learnt to appreciate their value. This liberality was specially
important in regard to the resuscitation of Learning, since this
was a work which could not have been carried out without an
expenditure such as the Medici alone among families of that
period could afford.23 And it was well for mankind that the
Medici, through four generations, were ready to shower
their wealth, not upon the ostentatious display of riches which
was common enough around them, but upon the resuscitation
of Learning and the advancement of Art. Europe to-day reaps
the result of this their character, and owes them immeasurable
gratitude for all that they did, and were, in this particular.

Turning to examine the charge that the Medici deprived